5 Part Mission Series
By Charlene Valle

PART 1: What Is An Apostle? 
Commanders Intent:
The heart of this lesson is for the disciple to recognize apostles are not just in the bible, but they are actually the church, the people of God, we are all sent by Jesus to go. By the end of this lesson hopefully they will know that they are being sent out.






BIBLE
2 Corinthians 5:14-21
14 For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died. 15 And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again.
16 So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come:[a] The old has gone, the new is here! 18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 19 that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 20 We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 21 God made him who had no sin to be sin[b] for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

Take a few minutes to unpack this passage.  What do you see?  Why is Paul writing it?
What should be our motivation for mission?
How does this motivation affect the way we do mission according to this passage?

Main Points
Christ love compels us (we are sent because he loved us first and we are called to love others.)
	We live for Christ (we do not live for ourselves anymore but we live for Christ and because of that we live in obedience to him who calls us to go.)
He has committed to us the message (we have the good news of recon and we are being called to ambassadors, this does not require any skill of any kind but it) 

Discussion Points
What do you see when you hear the title "ambassador" and does it look different from what you see when you hear the word "apostle"?
	In what ways does the passage challenge you as a disciple (apostle)? 

Action Steps
pray for each other as ambassadors and as apostles affirming each other in the call.
	begin dreaming what it looks like today in your ministries, work places, homes, schools
	challenge yourself to share the gospel with someone 


PART 2: Where Am I Being Sent?
Commanders Intent:
The heart of this lesson is to encourage the disciple to see every place in life as a place that they are being sent to. Wherever they go: be it work, school, home, family reunions, we are to live as apostles. By the end of this lesson the disciple should receive an understanding that it isn't necessary to leave the country or even the state to be an apostle, but that every moment is an opportunity to live as a sent one.







BIBLE
Mark 5:6-20
6 When he saw Jesus from a distance, he ran and fell on his knees in front of him. 7 He shouted at the top of his voice, “What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? In God’s name don’t torture me!” 8 For Jesus had said to him, “Come out of this man, you impure spirit!”
9 Then Jesus asked him, “What is your name?”
“My name is Legion,” he replied, “for we are many.” 10 And he begged Jesus again and again not to send them out of the area.
11 A large herd of pigs was feeding on the nearby hillside. 12 The demons begged Jesus, “Send us among the pigs; allow us to go into them.” 13 He gave them permission, and the impure spirits came out and went into the pigs. The herd, about two thousand in number, rushed down the steep bank into the lake and were drowned.
14 Those tending the pigs ran off and reported this in the town and countryside, and the people went out to see what had happened. 15 When they came to Jesus, they saw the man who had been possessed by the legion of demons, sitting there, dressed and in his right mind; and they were afraid. 16 Those who had seen it told the people what had happened to the demon-possessed man—and told about the pigs as well. 17 Then the people began to plead with Jesus to leave their region.
18 As Jesus was getting into the boat, the man who had been demon-possessed begged to go with him. 19 Jesus did not let him, but said, “Go home to your own people and tell them how much the Lord has done for you, and how he has had mercy on you.” 20 So the man went away and began to tell in the Decapolis[b] how much Jesus had done for him. And all the people were amazed. (emphasis mine)

Take a few minutes to unpack this passage.  What do you see?  Why is Mark writing it?
How does this passage speak to our life as missionaries or sent ones?

Main Points
The man who has been demon-possessed begged to go with him, Jesus said no. (it's easy to get locked into the mindset that in order to follow Jesus or be his disciple and live an apostolic life you must go around the world. We use the great commission to justify that as well, but in this passage we see that Jesus sent out this man to his home.)
Go home to your own people,(even as apostles we are sent home to our own people to tell them how much the Lord has done for us and how he has shown us mercy)
so the man went, (we are to be obedient to the call that Jesus has put on our lives, this man obeyed Jesus and did exactly what he told him to do.)

Discussion points
What challenges do you face when we are sent home?  What are a few things that would be difficult for us?
	In what ways could we become more apostolic at home? 
How does this challenge your views on modern missionaries?

Action Steps
In what ways will you allow Jesus to infiltrate in your daily life? How can you invite him into your routines?
	In what ways could you step out of your comfort and allow him to have glory in your everyday activities?
	Pray and ask God to help you, we cannot do any of these things on our own strength.
PART 3: Who Do I go with?
Commanders Intent:
The heart of this lesson is so that the disciple would recognize and value the importance of community and relationships within the body of Christ. We are not sent off alone but we remain a part of the body working together for the kingdom and glory of God. By the end of this lesson the disciple should have an understanding that they are not being sent alone but Jesus sends His body into the world.








BIBLE
Acts
6 Paul and his companions traveled throughout the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been kept by the Holy Spirit from preaching the word in the province of Asia. 7 When they came to the border of Mysia, they tried to enter Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus would not allow them to. 8 So they passed by Mysia and went down to Troas. 9 During the night Paul had a vision of a man of Macedonia standing and begging him, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” 10 After Paul had seen the vision, we got ready at once to leave for Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them.

Take a few minutes to unpack this passage.  What do you see?  Why is Luke writing it?
How does this passage speak to our life as missionaries or sent ones?

Main Points
Paul and his “companions” traveled (Paul did not go alone, there were people alongside of him as they allowed the Holy Spirit to lead them)
Paul had a vision... “we” got ready (even though Paul was the one to receive the vision of the man in Macedonia he did not leave to go there alone. Paul still went with others.)
God had called “us” (we are not meant to go alone but to be alongside of others.) 

Discussion Points
What ways have we individualized our visions and missions and refused to partner into God's mission?
How can we get the body of Christ more involved into the mission of God?  What are ways that we have broken unity and disconnected?

Action Steps
Pray about the visions that God has given you and the people that he has placed in your life. Pray for others around you and what God is doing in their life as well. 
Pray over the areas of your ministry, use Ephesians 4:11-13 as a guide praying for the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and the teachers... ask Jesus to raise up each of them so that the body would be built up.


PART 4: What Do I Tell Them?
Commanders Intent:
The heart of this lesson is to remind the disciple of the Gospel, the gospel is what has saved us and is what saves us every day and spreading that message and good news gives us the opportunity to create disciples who will create disciples. By the end of this lesson the disciple should know what it is to share the gospel and the importance of teaching others to do the same








BIBLE 
Matthew 28: 16-20
16 Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”

Take a few minutes to unpack this passage.  What do you see?  Why is Matthew writing it?
How does this passage speak to our life as missionaries or sent ones?

Main Points
All authority has been given to Jesus (we go and proclaim that all authority belongs to Jesus, and he is who he says he is, the Messiah, the one who saves us.)
	Therefore go and make disciples (as people who are sent we go proclaiming the good news of the Gospel and we also make disciples. We do not just proclaim the good news and leave but we make disciples, we baptize them, we teach them to obey everything that He has commanded us)
Teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you (in Matthew 22: 36-40 it says  "36 “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” 37 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’[c] 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’[d] 40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments." we teach others the way of Jesus and his way is love. We teach them that to love the Lord your God is the greatest commandment and that to love others is the second.) 
  
Discussion Points
Jesus tells us to make disciples to baptize them in the name of the father son and Holy Spirit and to teach them to obey, how do we take that and contextualize it into our daily lives? In our ministries? 
	Jesus calls out the worshippers and the doubters, how does that affect the people that we give leadership to and how does it harm it? How does it affect people that we reach? 
	What are important lessons that we need to teach new disciples in order for them to make disciples?

Action Steps
Where do you need to go?
Identify people in your life you need to be more proactive in “making” a disciple.
	How will you live out Matthew 28 and in what ways could it transform your ministry and life?


PART 5: What Do I Give Them?
Commanders Intent:
The heart of the final lesson is for the disciple to recognize the tool to give disciples in order to make disciples is the Gospel, the word of God which transforms us. What is placed into the hands of our disciples is Jesus, and he is more than sufficient.







BIBLE 
Philippians 1:20-27
I eagerly expect and hope that I will in no way be ashamed, but will have sufficient courage so that now as always Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death. 21 For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. 22 If I am to go on living in the body, this will mean fruitful labor for me. Yet what shall I choose? I do not know! 23 I am torn between the two: I desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better by far; 24 but it is more necessary for you that I remain in the body. 25 Convinced of this, I know that I will remain, and I will continue with all of you for your progress and joy in the faith, 26 so that through my being with you again your boasting in Christ Jesus will abound on account of me. 27 Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ.

Take a few minutes to unpack this passage.  What do you see?  Why is Paul writing it?
How does this passage speak to our life as missionaries or sent ones?

Main Points
to live is Christ and to die is gain (we as sent ones are called to live for Christ and as we do that and make disciples we ask them to do the same, to live for Christ)
	I will continue with all of you for your progress (we also encourage each other in the faith that as new disciples are raised up that they do not walk alone but have entered into the body of Christ, teaching them and continuing on with them for progress)
	Conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ (we now place into the hands of disciples the gospel and we now call them into living a life worthy of that.)

Discussion Points
How do we encourage new disciples to "conduct themselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ"? 
	How can we come alongside of new disciples and challenge them to step out and also live an apostolic life?
	In what ways can we create space for them to learn and lead?

Action Steps
Ask a new disciple to help you lead whether it be a discussion or study. 
	Create an atmosphere that they can contribute thoughts and ideas as well
	Ask them to step out a little more (praying, choosing a topic, etc.)


 



